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THE REEVES AUTOHOBILE BUILT AT COLUMBUS, INDIANA, IN 1898

The atteched papers pertein to the building of

the automobile by ¥r. Eilton 0. Reeves of Columbus, Indiama, |Carl G. Fisher, Frank
during the year 1882-98. This story is compiled from mem- Wheeler, Reeves
ory based on conversations which I hed with various parties, |, iomobile

and which hes not been confirmed by Mr. Carl Fisher of i

Miami Beach, Florida.

Mr. M. 0. Reeves, Mr. Carl G. Fisher, and Mr.
Frank Wheeler met in the office of Carl Fisher's bycicle
store on Christmas Eve, 1898, which was at the close of a
rather panicky year, to zssist Mother Webb, who was taking
care of delinquent children.

They were not azble to give as much money es they
would have liked to becesuse new chenges that hed come into
the country had resulted in & bed business year. Mr. Carl
Fisher, who was then rs of age, and the others were
contemporsries, ted that in his bicycle business he was
afreid that s "horssless buggy™ monkey businsss was
going to uce the demand for biecycles.

Er. 8. O. Reevecs steted thet he did not fesr any-
ng like this since he had built one of them and had helped
wood Haynes with his and the ®"fool things just wouldn't do.”

1 S
\% s Mr. Frank Wheeler, & very good mechsnic, said thet
\ A Mr, Reeves wes right because they couldn't get any grease
\ Y to lubricate thenm. :
\/ Garl Fisher thought differently, and said he

wondered if they knew how many of these horseless buggys
there were in Indisna. The other men said they didn't
“know,

He said, *I think there sre eleven of them. I'd
like to see whether they can run.® He said why didn't they
arrange to have a horseless buggy race in the Bartholomew
County fair grounds at Columbus, Indiana, on July 4, 18%94.
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net result was that they invited the owners
of these clestoonlyih ﬂterthayhaﬂhad_thorm
end counted up the gate receipts they £ :
thruthauu dollnrsmrethanthqmededtohh

called fao; :
ragé track, which was quite a surprise to Mr. ‘Wheeler and
¥r, Reeves. The\young men, having this so~called “hasy
money" were, 1ike \the modern ; ; €Ay come, easy g0, 8O
they went to Mr. Sesd Rost, who ran & jewelry store in
Columbus 2nd ordered three one thousand doller stop watches,
and in a short time received them from Switzerland. I un-
derstand thet Mr. Doug Wheeler, son of Frank Fheeler now
~has his father's watch. I do not know if Mr. Carl Pisher
has the other ome or mot. I knew Mr. M. O. Reeves, inso-
mhuim;aon—imlauwhohadlo@thydeath, the
daughter of ¥r. M. O. Resves, Mrs. Reeves of 19 Horth
Pifth Street, Columbus, Indiana, who is now living, gave
me, with the consent of the children, Mr. M. 0. Reeves®
~wateh, which is in my sefety deposit bom in the Indisma
Trust Compeny, Indisnspolis, Indiana, Each Decorstion
Day, after properly insuring it, I take it out to show

to amy good friend, Theodore (Pop} Myers, at the annual

: llues,threltakeyutphutu'einm
the drivers.

I believe thet the automobile made by Milton
0. Reeves probebly ante-dated the one made by Elwood

‘Haynes. The Reeves automobile is now stored in the ware-
motmmm-ywamm, Indisnps.
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